Boosting Egypt's Software Exports

Current Programs Aiding The Domestic Software Industry

	Who's behind it
	Egyptian Ministry of Communication and Information Technology (MCIT)
	European Union
	US Agency for International Development (USAID)

	Name of program
	Software Engineering Certification Center (SECC)
	Professional Development Program
	Infrastructure upgrades
	Smart Villages


	Private Sector Development Program
	Center for Business Support 
	ExpoLink

(Egyptian Exporters Association)
	ICT Project

	What it is
	MCIT and private companies cooperate to hire assessors to set certification standards.
	Provides IT training for recent university graduates. Contract awarded to IBM to provide training material to more than 30 centers.
	Government facilitates companies in decreasing cost of international phone calls and 'Net access, increasing bandwidth.


	Builds centers for tech businesses with hotel/convention, financial service facilities. Tenants get breaks on tariffs, taxes.


	Paid consultants to seek customers in Ireland, France, UK.


	Coaches businesses in landing clients in the US and elsewhere abroad.
	Assists with marketing materials. Subsidizes attendance at trade fairs.
	Wide-ranging, $39.1 million program will provide technical assistance, training, other aid across IT industry.

	The goal
	Raise professional standards among Egyptian software engineers field, thus helping in international competition.
	Eventually train 5,000 per year.
	Provide quick, inexpensive telecom service for firms, helping them compete.
	Attract clusters of technology businesses, nurture them by lowering their costs.
	Help individual companies expand their customer bases.
	Teach local firms how to focus on their strengths.
	Help individual companies expand their customer bases.
	Software firms could benefit from aid to start-ups, regulatory improvements.

	Progress
	Opened in June 2001. Motorola has pledged $100,000 a year for 3 years.
	More than 3,000 trained in first year. Software association wants MCIT to put some resources to re-training established professionals.
	MCIT has been praised for streamlining permits and fostering the Egyptian market's natural demand for telecom upgrades. 
	Construction of 310-acre "Pyramids Smart Village" near 6th of October City expected to finish in mid-2002. Sites in Mansoura, Alexandria, maybe Assiut would follow.


	Funding ran out at end of 2001, not scheduled to continue.
	Funded through 2003 with renewal possible.
	Association also promotes textiles, food, leather, furniture sectors.
	Begins in 2002.

	More info:
	http://www.secc.org.eg
	www.mcit.gov.eg/pro_details.asp?p_id=59
	www.mcit.gov.eg/f_site.asp?body=projects1.asp
	www.mcit.gov.eg/pressreleases_details.asp?rs_id=98
	Industrial Modernization Center, (02) 579-6590/1/2 
	www.iescegypt.org
	www.expolink.org
	www.usaid.gov/regions/ane/ict/ict-egypt.htm


